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The Mysterious Death of William C. Dunlap Jr.  
                                                                                                            

Ñ   The Village of Oakfield harbors to this day a century old murder mystery: William C. Dunlap, Jr.  Courtesy of the Oakfield 

Historical Society, the Holland Land Office Museum is pleased to share their story. 
 
     William C. Dunlap Jr. was one of four children (Mary, Andrew, William & Ida) of William & Mary Dunlap.   William Sr. moved to 
Oakfield in 1843 from Shelby, NY and was a very prominent farmer in Oakfield.   He held the offices of assessor, overseer of the 
poor, highway commissioner, and  was a school trustee and a path master.   He also was a trustee of the Cary seminary for thirty 
years.   Mr. Dunlap Sr. also served as a juror in the infamous trial of Polly Fritch from the Bread & Butter murder in Alabama.     
 
     William Jr. was born in 1852 and grew up in Oakfield.  He married Martha J. Russell (known as Jennie), who was the daughter 
of Robert & Mary Russell- immigrants from Ireland.   He was found dead by his wife on September 20, 1891.   At the time of his 
death he left an infant daughter, Hattie Josephine, born May 1891 and a four year old son, William Richmond, born June of 1887.   
Mr. Dunlap Jr. lived on a big farm he shared with his father on Drake Street.   They actually owned 3 farms consisting of about 400 
acres.   They lived on what is known as the ñWest Farmò on Drake Street.   William Sr. lived in the first house; a tenant, Mr. Henry 
Schrader, lived in the next house and the third 
dwelling was occupied by William Jr. and his family.  
 
     Dunlap Jr. was addicted to drink and on 
September 15, 1890, he resolved not to touch liquor 
for a year.   He kept that resolution until Friday, 
September 18, 1891 when he and his four year old 
son visited the County Fair in Batavia and he began 
drinking.   On Saturday, September 19, he went to 
Oakfield and his family never saw him alive again.   
Mrs. Dunlap waited all night for her husband to 
come home and was very distraught when he didnôt.  
 
   She thought she heard a wagon in the early 
morning but he never came in.   At five oôclock in the 
morning as the sun rose, she set out to look for her 
husband.   It didnôt take long for her to find him.   15 
rods from his home she found him hanging over the 
fence in front of Mr. Schraderôs house.   He was 
lying with his breast against the fence, his arms hanging over and his feet barely touching the ground.   She got Mr. Schrader to try 
and help her lift her husband off the fence; at the time she didnôt realize that he was dead.   They couldnôt lift him as his arms were 
wedged between the pickets of the fence and had to get Mr. Dunlap Sr. to help.  Mr. Dunlap Sr. realized that his son was dead and 
called for the doctor.   Dr. A. P. Jackson did not find marks on the body such as bruising from hanging on the fence or any 
evidence to prove he had died there.   Dr. Jackson felt that he had died hours before and the corpse had been placed there.   After 
examination he sent for the Coroner, Dr. A Prince and Mr. Weaver, the undertaker.  
 
     The town of Oakfield and the surrounding area soon heard the news and everyone was a buzz that it was foul play.   Stories 
ran in the Rochester & Buffalo papers.   Mr. Dunlap Sr. was a very prominent man and to have suspicion that his son was 
murdered was big news.   They hoped to get to the truth and find out exactly where he was and where he got the whiskey; that 
would help shed light on who he was with last.   It was even surmised by some that the alcohol had been poisoned.   Even though 
he was very well known in the vicinity no one was found who had seen him between 1:30 Saturday afternoon until when his 
unfortunate wife discovered his dead body on Sunday morning.   
 
     Dr. Prince deemed it necessary for an inquest and a session was held at Chamberlainôs Hall in Oakfield on Tuesday, 
September 22 at 7:00 A.M..  Seven witnesses were sworn in.  Mrs. Dunlap, the widow, was the first witness sworn in.  She told the 
story of finding the body. She testified that she was worried and anxious about him since he had left in the morning and did not 
return.  She remained up all night Saturday waiting for his return.  About  two oôclock in the morning she heard a wagon go by but 
no one came in and at five oôclock in the morning she decided to go looking for him.  

Continued on Page 4 
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Members of the HPHS News  

 

Ñ  On Behalf of the Board Members of the Holland 

Purchase Historical Society, a thank you to all of our 
new and renewed members during the months of 
November 2011 ï January 2012. 
 
     It is through our members like you that the museum is able to continue providing 

quality exhibits and educational programs for the community.  Thank you. 

Membership 2012  
Larry & Jerianne Barnes 
Bob Bialkowski 
Linda Blanchet 
James Boles 
Bill Brown  
Rose Caccamise 
Robert & Roberta Call 
Patricia Coleman 
George Cooney  
Peter & Jenn Corbelli 
John Della Penna  
Mae Dusen 
Eleanor Eldridge 
Diane Eldridge 
Jolene Folger 
Anne B. Fouratt 
The Emerick Family 
Wayne Fuller 
Lyndia Gaetano 
David & Marcia Gann 
Julia Garver 
Ann Gavenda 
Paul George 
John & Moira Glidden 

Charles Graney 
Robert Hale 
Elizabeth Hanobik 
Paul & Emmy Hartwick 
Richard Heye 
Lawrence Ingram 
Richard & Mary Jensen 
William & Nanette Kappus  

Rolland Kickbush 
Roger Lamont  
Ester & Sam Leadley 
Florence Lullo 
Gary Maha 
Shirley Maloney 
Tom & Holly McAllister  
David McCurdy 
David Metzer  
John & Nancy Mondo 
Vicky Muckle  
David Nowatka 
David Parrish 
Nancy Pascucci 
Joan Pfeifer 
Maxine Potwora 
Dr. Raymond Pray 

Brock Read  
Spencer Read  
Antoinette Rose 
Beverly Shear 
Richard Starowitz 
Henry Starowitz, Jr. 
Mary Torrey 
Robert Turk 
Jake Walsh  
Denniston Wood 
June Wright 
Patricia Zielinski McJury  
Karen Zielinski 
 
Patron Membership 2012  
Norm Argulski 
Daniel Barber 
Don & Sharon Burkel 
James Dusen 
Helen Church 
James & Marjorie Fulmer 
Norm & Fran Woodworth 
Bill & Annie Lawrence  
Robert Radley  
 
New Members ðBold  

Ñ  The museumôs web-site continues to grow with the addition of new content.   
 
     Continuing under the ñPublicationsò tab, take a nostalgic look into Genesee 
Countyôs history  by viewing ñImages of the Pastò.   New additions are added every 
week.  If you have a postcard you wish to include, please contact the museum.   
 
Soon, under the ñEventsò tab, the popular ñHistory Heros Summer Programò for kids 
will be updated with this yearôs program.  Sign up the kids early as spots fill up fast! 
 
    We welcome suggestions or comments for improvement, call (585) 343-4727 or 
email us at Speculator@hollandlandoffice.com.  We welcome your input.   

HLOM on WBTA  

 

Listen to Jeff Donahue, Museum Director, the 
first Friday of every month at 9am for up-to-date 
information, commentary and exciting museum 
news. 

Joseph Ellicott  
Wants You!!  

Volunteers Needed  
 

The HLOM is looking for 
Volunteers.  Bring your 
talents to the museum.  
Help with research, tours, 
cataloging, & exhibits.  
 
Call (585) 343-4727 or stop 
by the Museum today!  

www.hollandlandoffice.com  News  
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Spring 2012 Batavia Antique Show & Sale  

 

Ñ  The Holland Land Office Museum will hold its annual antique 

show and sale to benefit the museum on March 16th and 17th at the 
Batavia Downs Casino on Park Rd. in Batavia.  This year the show 
will host 56 dealers from WNY, Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
 
     Hours for the show are 5pm to 9pm on Friday and 10am to 4pm 
on Saturday.  Admission to the show is $4 per adult and free to 
returning visitors on Saturdays with proof of Friday night admission.  
Children are always admitted free.  Free parking and easy access to 
the Thruway is always convenient. 
 
     All proceeds from the show fund upcoming programs of the 
HLOM and accession of new artifacts for the collection.  See you 
there! 

Holland Land Office Museum &  
Holland Purchase Historical Society 

 
  Dinner & Reception  

 
Tuesday, February 14th at 7pm 

 
Sacred Heart Social Center 
19 Sumner Street,  Batavia  

 
Golumpki Dinner, $15 per person  

 
Guest Speaker:  John Koerner 

ñThe Life & the Miracles of Father Bakerò 
Relics will be displayed  

 

Call (585)343-4727 by February 9th to purchase tickets . 

A short history of Bataviaõs Firehouses 

                                                                     By Jeffrey Donahue 
 

Ñ   By the turn of the 20th Century, the Village of Batavia had no 

less then six Fire companies: Alert Hose Company, The Zephyrs 
Hose Co., The Ellicott Hose Co., The Rescue Hook & Ladder Co.,  
The Huntley Hose, and The Richmond Hose Co.  Everyone in the 
community was always watchful of fire as a fire could wipe out an 
entire community.  Most citizens kept a leather fire bucket in their 
homes and when a fire alarm was sounded, people would grab their 
buckets and go to the fire.  Fire buckets would have the owners 
name on them so after a fire they could be returned to their rightful 
owner. 
 
     In March 1916, the 
City of Batavia set up 
a semi paid fire 
department with six 
full time paid 
firefighters.  Fire-
fighters received $60 
a month while 12 
men on call were paid  
$.12 cents an hour.  
Fire Chief William 
McBride received 
$1,000 a year. 
 
     Chief McBrideôs first act was to motorize the department while 
the volunteers still used horses to move their equipment.  The new 
motorized fire trucks ran into trouble right away with the City Police.  
On July 27, 1917, a fire truck was arrested for breaking the city 
speed limit of 25mph; the truck was going 37.5mph.  Much 
discussion arose between the police and the fire departments about 
the incident. 
 
     One of the cityôs most disastrous fires was the Dellinger Theatre 
building on Columbus Day, 1935.  A fire broke out about 3:30pm 
and burned most of the night.   
 
     Learn more about Bataviaôs Fire Departments at the Museum. 

Something Old, Something Newé 

                                                       

Ñ  Many brides will remember following part of this custom when 

they got married,  but probably did not know that each item in the 
poem represented a good luck token for the bride.  If she carried all 
of them on her wedding day, her marriage would be happy. 

 
    Different eras influenced what a 
bride would wear, hence another 
popular poem:  ñMarried in white, you 
will have chosen right.  Married in 
grey, you will go far away.  Married in 
black, you will wish yourself backéò 
 
    Set for April ï June 2012, the 
HLOM is proud to announce an 
exhibit of wedding gowns in the west 
wing from the museumôs extensive 
collection.  The exhibit  will feature 
not only gowns, but wedding 
accessories as well. 
 
    If you have a wedding gown, veil, 
bridesmaid dress or other related 
items, please contact the museum at 
(585)343-4727 

Fire Headquarters, Court St, 1920s 

Satin ivory gown, circa 1920s 
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Calendar News at the Museum  

The Holland Land Office Museum welcomes your 

group or party (from 10 to 50) to meet free at the 

museum during the day and to have your news posted 

in the Journal.  Call (585) 343 -4727 to schedule your 

group.  

Compassionate Friends of WNY , 3rd Tuesday, every 
month at 7pm.  Open to the Public.  (585)861-1892 
 
Holland Land Office Quilt Guild , Every Tuesday, noon 
Friends getting together to quilt.  Open to the Public. 
 
Batavia Area Herbal Society ,  meeting date to be 
announced.  Open to the public.  Info: (585)343-4727 
 
War of 1812 re -enactors , Discussions on the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812. Open to the public. 
 
Veteranôs Quilt Hanging, East Wing of Museum, To be 
announced 
 
Museum Dinner & Reception , Feb. 14th, 7pm, Sacred 
Heart Social Center, Golumpki Dinner, Guest Speaker, John 
Koerner, The Life & the Miracles of Father Baker.  $15 pp, 
Public welcome 
 
Batavia Antique Show and Sale , March 16th/17th, Batavia 
Downs Casino.  See page 3 for details 
 
Dates & Times are subject to change.  Please call for updates 

Learn how to  

Decorate Cookies   

at the HLOM  
 

               February 11th  

10am ð 2pm  

$5.00 per child, please pre -

register, $6 at the door  

Includes: 1 drink for child, 4 cookies to decorate, 

take home container, & all supplies needed to 

decorate cookies  

RSVP by February 8th  

Call: (585)813 -3652 or  

Click: register on -line at Sweetecstasybakery.com  

Conôt Dunlap from Page 1: 
 
    She told how she found him on the fence and couldnôt wake him 
up and as he was too heavy for her to lift she had gone to get help. 
Mr. Schrader was next and he collaborated Mrs. Dunlapôs story. Mr. 
Dunlap Sr. then testified.  He said that the body of his son was rigid 
when he first saw it and that, though there was a very heavy dew 
that night, his shoes and clothing were dry, indicating that the body 
had not been in the spot where it was found for a great length of 
time.  He also noticed that his sonôs clothes were clean, which was 
unusual when he was intoxicated; he further testified that there were 
tracks made by a wagon wheel in the grass near where the body 
was found, indicating that a vehicle might have driven up toward the 
spot to let someone out.  
 
     Next up was neighbor James Drake. He said that he met the 
deceased in Oakfield between 8 and 9 oôclock Saturday morning 
and had a drink with him at the Oakfield House, being waited upon 
by George Smith, the landlord.  Then Sidney Morgan, the bartender 
at the Oakfield House, said that Dunlap came into the place 
between nine & ten oôclock.   He stayed about fifteen minutes and 
then left. Morgan went up to the village and when he came back he 
saw James Drake and William Dunlap Jr. together on the street.   At 
about  twelve oôclock, Dunlap Jr. again came into the Oakfield 
House and remained until 1:30 P.M. when he left.   George Shippey, 
the landlord of the West Shore Hotel, was sworn in and testified that 
Dunlap Jr. came into his hotel about 11:30 P.M. and wanted to buy 
a drink, but Bartender Rapp told him not to let Dunlap Jr. have 
anything as he was not a fit man to sell liquor.  
 
     John Stevens and George Munts, young men who were 
supposed to know something about the case, were put on the stand, 
but they gave no testimony of interest. Dr. A. P. Jackson, who was 
called to attend Dunlap Jr. as soon as his body was found, said that 
there was no discoloration or other marks of violence upon the 
body.  The physicianôs testimony strengthened the theory of those 
who believed Dunlap Jr.  died in some other place, and that his 
body was taken to the spot where it was found.    
 
     Some of the witnesses were rather reluctant in telling what they 
knew.  In order that further inquiry could be made before the case 
was disposed of by the jury, Coroner Prince adjourned the inquest 
to the following Tuesday.   He intended to put the barkeeper of the 
West Shore Hotel on the stand, but when he was sent for he could 
not be found.    When the inquest resumed, the large number of 
witnesses who were sworn in simply corroborated the testimony 
taken previously. 
 
     No member of Dunlapôs family was present and it was said that 
they did not care to press the investigation further.   The only 
witness who had seen Dunlap Jr. after 2 P.M. was William (some 
newspaper accounts call him Melvin) Grinnell who swore he had 
seen him between 6-6:30 P.M.   When asked by Coroner Prince if 
he was positive, Mr. Grinnell replied that he was.   He also said he 
had no desire to be ñmixed upò in the case and for that reason would 
not have made any statement unless he was certain about it.    
 
    George Underhill, a farmer who lived on the Town Line Road in 
the town of Batavia, swore that the story in circulation that he had 
seen Dunlap Jr. between eleven & twelve oôclock at night was 
without any foundation whatever.   He was adamant that he had not 
seen Dunlap Jr. and never told anyone that he had. The testimony 
of George Smith, proprietor of the Oakfield House was to the effect 
that the last he saw of Dunlap Jr. was at 1:00 P.M.   Smith denied a 
rumor which had been circulated in Oakfield that that he had told a 
friend that he knew how the corpse came to be placed where it was 
found.   He intimated that Coroner Prince was trying to put him in a 
hole and that he did not care to have all the facts come out.  
 
      

     Due to the fact that Coroner Prince had people who refused to 
testify and were uncooperative, the following statement of their 
findings: ñThat the said William C Dunlap Jr. came to his death 
between the hours of 6:00 P.M. on the 19th day of September and 
6:00 A.M. on the 20th day of September, 1891.   The said William C 
Dunlap Jr. was found lying on a picket fence hear his home and from 
the examination of the body and testimony produced by the 
witnesses it is found that said William C Dunlap Jr. came to his death 
while intoxicated. We, the undersigned jury, are not able to find the 
cause of deathò.  
 
Story contributed Laurie Nanni of the Oakfield Historical Society, Oakfield 

NY 
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From the Zielinski Collection  New to the Museum Collection  

Ñ  Every month, the museum receives many items, some donated 

and some purchased, for consideration to be accessioned into the 
collection.    
 
    In this issue, we would like to highlight a few items that were 
recently accessioned:  a steamer trunk, a painting by Mr. Vic Corey 
and an interesting photograph of oxen. 
 

    Donated by Mr. John 
Carson of LeRoy is a 
steamer trunk that was 
owned & used by Bvrt. 
General Emory Upton on 
his two year tour of the 
Armies of Asia and 
Europe.  The museum is 
very fortunate to receive 
such an item that once 
belonged to our local 
hero. 
 

    
   The museum receives 
many paintings into the 
collection.  This painting of 
the former Harry Wilbur 
House on E. Main Street at 
the turn of the last century 
is by Mr. Vic Corey.  Mr. 
Corey worked for several 
years at the F.E. Mason 
Company with other local 
artists: R. Ware, G. 
Mahaney and R. Hayes. 

 
   The museum receives 
many photos as well.  This 
early 1900s photograph, 
donated by Helen Cantino,  
shows a typical rural 
scene.  A Mr. Robert 
Green (in black) poses 
with a yoke of oxen, Bill & 
Charlie.  It is noted that  
Bill is on the right and 
Charlie is on the left. 
 
    If you have an 

interesting  item that is relevant to Genesee County or WNY and 
wish to donate it for consideration into the collection, please stop 
by or call (585)343-4727.  

The HLOM acquired more than 2,000 images and memorabilia 
from local collector, Walter Zielinski.  We will feature one of the 
images in each issue of the Journal.  If there is something you 
would like to see, call us at the museum at (585) 343-4727. 

High School, Batavia, NY  

1940s, Batavia NY 
 
Ñ  This colorized postcard is postmarked 1943 and shows the old 

Batavia High School, Batavia (now Batavia Middle School). The 
high school was completed in 1924 at a cost of half a million dollars, 
"embodying all of the latest facilities including a beautiful 
auditorium," according to information on the back of the postcard.  
Our board member, Mr. James Owen was a member of the last 
senior class to graduate from the school in 1961.  
 
The back of the card reads, ñ Just a line to let you know I am down 
East and having a ____ ____ and are feeling perty good.  Hope 
your all the same.  don't know when I will be back.  Love Aunt 
Rachelò   We hope Aunt Rachel had a great time ñEastò and didnôt 
stay away too long.  We may never know! 

Friends of the International Peace Garden 

Paver Fund Raiser: $20.00 
On Sale in the Museum 

Store or www.1812.ipgf.org 
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Joseph Ellicott Book & Museum Store at the  

Holland Land Office Museum  

WNY Heritage, Winter 2012, $7.00   
Past issues: $5.00  

The Journal of the Holland Purchase Historical Society  

Images of America  
Niagara Falls  
 
Daniel M. Dumych 
 
Two hundred 
vintage images from 
the areaôs bustling 
and vibrant past, 
documenting life as 
it was in the 1860s 
to the mid-1960s 
 
128 pp; B/W Illus., 
Paperback  $21.99 

 

Images of Rail  
Buffaloôs Railroad 
 
Stephen G. Meyers, 
Michael J. Connor 
 
Buffalo earned the 
name of the Queen 
City as it became 
the second-largest 
city in the state of 
New York, and it 
was the railroad that 
brought the city to 
prominence. 
 
128 pp; B/W Illus., 
Paperback  $21.99 
 
 

Postcard History 
Series  
Along New Yorkôs 
Route 20  
 
Michael J. Till 
 
The story of Route 
20 is told through 
more than 200 
vintage postcards 
showing scenes 
from the Shaker 
communities in 
Columbia County 
to the Lake Erie 
shore. 
 
128 pp; B/W Illus., 
Paperback  $21.99 

Images of America  
Batavia Revisited  
 
Larry Barnes 
 
An exciting look into 
Batavia's past.  
Celebrating 
Batavia's 
neighborhoods, 
downtown and 
landmarks.  A whole 
chapter is devoted 
to urban renewal of 
the 60s and 70s 
 
128 pp; B/W Illus. 
Paperback  $21.99 

 

A flat rate shipping charge will now apply to phone/email credit card book orders and 
will be shipped via USPS Priority Mail.  Please call or email for shipping charges.  Call 
(585) 343-4727 

In This issue:  
Remember the 
Maine! 
From Wilson to 
Andersonville 
Songwriter Jack 
Yellen 
The Law Comes to 
WNY 
...and more 

Western New York Heritage Magazine  

For almost 20 years, Harper Hill Farm in 
Darien has been breeding Oberhasli dairy 

goats.  An abundance of fresh goat milk led 
to the development of a homemade soap.  
Pick up a bar of Harper Hill Farm Soap at 

the Museum Store or at the Summer 
Farmerôs Markets.  Visit the herd at 

www.harperhillfarm.com  

Images of America  
Around Geneseo  
 
William R. Cook, 
Daniel J. Schultz 
 
This exciting history 
not only includes 
Geneseo, the hub, 
but also the 
surrounding 
communities of 
Avon, Groveland, 
Leicester, Livonia, 
Mount Morris, and 
York. 
 
128 pp; B/W Illus. 
Paperback  $21.99 

Images of Sports  
New York Yankees  
The first 25 Years  
 
Vincent Luisi 
 
Pictorial history of 
the Yankees 
chronicling the 
evolution of the 
team between 1903 
to 1928.  Featured 
are rare photos of 
the players, 
managers, training 
sites, etc. 
 
128 pp; B/W illus. 
paperback $21.99  

Images of America  
The Statue of 
Liberty  
 
Barry Moreno 
 
Americaôs most 
profound monument 
to freedom and 
independence.  A 
visual journey 
beginning from 
proposal, through 
construction to 
dedication. 
 
128pp; B/W Illus., 
Paperback  $21.99 

Images of America  
Medina  
 
Avis Townsend 
 
Photographs and 
fascinating stories 
recall the charm that 
Medina had and still 
has today.  Medina  
traces the history of 
a community that 
came to life with the 
building of the Erie 
Canal. 
 
128 pp; B/W Illus., 
Paperback  $21.99 
 

 

Gift Card Raffle  

Card Value: $130.00  

Tickets: 1 for $1.00  

                   6 for $5.00  

Drawing to be held: 

September 3rd, 2012  

Tickets available at the HLOM  

Call (585)343 -4727 for 

more information.  


