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Henry Ford Eyed Batavia Museum

fiLocal of ficials turned down industrialistos

N And to think the Holland Land Office Museum almost never happened.

In 1914, 20 years after the building along the banks of Ellicott Creek was dedicated
as a museum, a certain industrialist with some money to spend considered buying the
structure.

The man, apparently, enjoyed collecting large items that caught his fancy and
moving them to his home in Dearborn, Michigan. He was the Donald Trump of his
day, a persistent businessman who got what he wanted and fought off any resistance
with the almighty dollar.

Except Henry Ford couldnét close the
Museum and all, stayed put.

Yes, it was the automobile magnate himself who over 80 years ago sought to add
Genesee Countyos foremost | ink to the j
notorious for such excesses.

About the same time, a 250-year-old windmill on Cape Cod caught his attention.
Ford wanted to buy the windmill and ship it to Greenfield Village, the name he gave to
the site where he stored all his massive belongings. The owner put a hefty price tag
on the windmill, but local residents had no desire to see the landmark sold.

In the end, Ford and his money won. The windmill was dismantled and shipped to
Michigan.

Fordoés intrigue over the Holland Land
he saw of the building. The photo c¢came
standing outside the museum. The man was a rather famous friend, Thomas Edison.
Edison visited Batavia on Oct. 20, 1914, the 35th anniversary of his discovery of
electric light. The magnate asked local fathers to put a price tag on the Land Office so
negotiations could proceed. But not wishing to part with the landmark, city and county
of ficials decided they wouldno6t be sedl

A Daily News article from 1936 recalled the circumstances. Edison in Batavia
Famous inventor Thomas Edison stands in front of t

AHowever, when (Ford) delves deeper, Hhdladd Lah®OsSite Meurt ilDBatais dh Ock. 206
But he has asked that a price be placed on the structure and, it has been said, 1914. Upon seeing this photograph of his friend

everything has its price. From historical angles, however, the Land Office in Batavia ~ Edison, automobile maker Henry Ford sought to bu
is priceless. o the musuem and move it to Dearborn, Mich. His

attempt failed, one of the few times Ford failed to ge
And so Henry Fordds purchase attempt k@étihghewaredhi st ori cal
away with a centuryds worth of memories.

Henry Ford did pretty well for himself. Many around Genesee County think their forefathers did even better by forsaking some
cash and instead deciding to preserve the countyds historic

A thank you goes to the Batavia Daily News and Kevin Saville for granting permission to reproduce part of this article that
appeared as an insert celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Holland Land Office Museum on October 13th, 1994. Stop in at the

museum to read the article in its entirety.
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Members of the HPHS News

N On Behalf of the Board Members of the Holland
Purchase Historical Society, a thank you to all of our
new members and renewed members during the
months of June 7 September 2011.

It is through our members like you that the museum is able to continue providing
quality exhibits and educational programs for the community. Thank you.

Junior Members
AJ Versage
Courtney Biegasiewicz

Richard Canty
Allison Johnson
Elaine Eick
Richard Freitas

Family Members
Bob & LeAnna Patterson

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Schulte

Individual Members
Sarah Fenello
Jennifer Caiazzo
Ed Dejanerio

Tim Shaw

Life Members of the HPHS

Mr. Lynn Browne, Batavia NY

Mr. Richard Call, Batavia NY

Mr. Sam Conable, Sarasota Fl

Mrs. Charlotte Conable, Sarasota FL

Ms. Emily Conable, Alexander NY

Mr. James Owen, Batavia NY

Mr. & Mrs. Bernie Schmieder, East Bethany NY
Mr. Hollis Upson, Batavia NY

The HLOM is looking for
Volunteers. Bring your
talents to the museum.
Help with research, tours,
cataloging, & exhibits.

Holland Purchase Historical Society
2011
Board of Directors

President Secretary
Robert Turk Garth Swanson
Vice -President Corresponding Sec.
Jim Dusen Kathleen Jasinski

Treasurer

Elizabeth Hanobik

Directors Legislative
Helen Batchellor Representative
Don Burkel Hollis Upson
Corinne Iwanicki
Arnold Kell Honorary Board
. y Members
Jim Owen —_—
Brian Paris Lynn Browne
Charlotte Conable
Don Read Anne Zickl
Anne Marie Starowitz
Vicki Talbot

Barbara Toal

Holland Land Office Museum Staff
Museum Director
Jeff Donahue
Interim Assistant Director
Shannon Guiste
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the personal collections of Mr. Walter Zielinski and Mr. James Owen. New additions
are added every week. If you have a postcard you wish to include, please contact the Contribute a story or have a question call (585)
museum. 343-4727.
Alsounderthe i Pu b | i c a&ab, stariessa@ constantly added regarding the
AHLOM i n tfromenewsgapessOTV, radio or other web-sites. View past
editions of the Speculator Journal under this tab as well. Museum Hours
Soon, underthe i Wh at 0 s ta\leep@n eye out for a new exciting program of T 2 =
X . . X ) uesday A Friday:
adopting an artifact or helping out the museum grow and improve by adopting a case.
Newly accessioned items into the collection will be on line as well under this tab. 10 amto 4 pm
Who are the members of the Board? Underthe i Me mb e r sah, meebthe Saturday:
2011 HPHS Board Members as well as the original board from 1898 under the 10 am to 2 pm
leadership of Mary Richmond, wife of Dean Richmond, President of the NYC
Railroad. If your not a member of the HPHS, now would be a good time to click the Phone:
fSoci ety Meamlodakforsahappliéation form and join. Thank you in (585) 343 -4727
advance.
The web-site is your web-site and we welcome suggestions or comments for D
improvement. Have time to help out with the site? Contact the museum at | | | | HLOM
(585) 343-4727 or email us at info@hollandlandoffice.com. Enjoy! Holland Land Office Museum
www.hollandlandoffice.com 2 OMaking History |
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Holland Land Office Museum
Museum Lecture Series

January 2012
Saturday, 21st

Cabooses

Mike Szemplenski

Learn all about the rise
and demise of the little
under appreciated
caboose on our
Nation’s railways.

New York Cen

.....

Meet the Authors/Lecturers

West Wing, HLOM

Call to reserve your free seat: (585) 343-4727
Donations to the Museum are always appreciated.

Holland Land Office Museum
131 W. Main Street
Batavia NY 14020 (585) 3434727

www.Hollandlandoffice.com

One Egg Muffins
2 cups Franklin Flour
3 1/2 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt
1 cup milk
2 thsp. melted shortening

Sift together the dry ingredients, then
add the milk and egg mixed, then the
shortening. Beat, bake in buttered
gem pans at 400 degrees for 20
minutes.

book project from the HLOM!

Friends of the International Peace Garden
Paver Fund Raiser: $20.00

On Sale in the Museum Store or www.1812.ipgf.org

BATAVIA

1312

History Heroes Summer Program
~ By Anne Marie Starowitz
N The Holland Land Office Museum from July 12th to July 22nd
was the place to be for children between the ages of 76 11.

History Heroes filled the
museum for eight days,
drawing, learning how to make
butter, candles, log cabins,
surveying and learning about
pottery. They took trips to the
historical Batavia Cemetery,
Genesee County
the Brisbane Mansion (old City
Hall) and on an interesting visit
to the City Jail. Children used
the museum as the foundation for the program.

%

J l”

‘ They explored the various
' rooms looking for favorite
artifacts. After they found the
! = one they wanted to draw, they
U, | would sit on the floor and just
draw. Their pictures were then
scanned and printed on
material that will be used for a
quilt that will proudly hang in
the museum as a reminder of
the fun these 21 young people
had at the Holland Land Office.

Special thanks to
the Museum Quilt
Guild for offering to put
the childre
into a quilt. Atthe end
of the session, they
learned how to sketch
a picture of the
museum under the
direction of Mrs. Kathy
Loria, an art teacher
from the area. Every
child took home their
framed picture as another memory as a history hero.

A very special thank you to the sponsors for the program, the
board members, and parents for making the summer program
such a success. The program will be offered next summer (visit
www.hollandlandoffice.com for updates on the 2012 program)
with a variety of new activities for the young History Heroes.

www.hollandlandoffice.com

OMaking History
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Wonderland of Trees 2011
By Kathy Jasinski, Chairman

N The Wonderland of Trees celebrates the tenth year at the
Holland Land Office Museum. Last year 42 organizations,
businesses, schools and church groups participated with over 500
visitors viewing the trees, wreaths and holiday décor throughout the
museum.

The theme this year is ASprit

event launching the fun on Friday, Nov. 18th from 7pm to 10pm.
The displays will run through January 3rd, 2012. The gala will give
you the opportunity to see the trees, enjoy the entertainment, hors
and

déboeuvres
exciting prizes.
The cost is just $5
per person.

A childr
Christmas program
will be held at the
museum on
Saturday, Dec. 17th
form 10am to 2pm.
Kids will have a
chance to see the
trees, make crafts,
enjoy a Christmas
movie and lunch for
$5 per child. All
children must be accompanied by an adult. We encourage families
to attend.

We hope participants
from the past years will
return and we look forward
to hosting new
organizations. There are
many ways to become
involved: you can display a
tree, wreath or mantle
spray: become a
Corporate Sponsor for $50
or donate a gift basket,
certificate or items for our
auction.

This can be a great new tradition for your family and bring more
meaning to the holiday season. All proceeds benefit the Holland
Land Office Museum. Call the Museum at 343-4727 for more
information on how your organization can participate.

|
St. James Church Presents |
Special Halloween Spooktacular Costume Ball |

Saturday, October 29th at 6:00pm to 11:00pm :
At the Batavia Downs
Includes Music, Buffet Supper, $10 Free Play and |
Costume Contest
Tickets are $20

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE BELL TOWER
RESTORATION

For Tickets & Information please call 343-6802

Halloween Night
By Grace Taggart

The night is dark and gloomy,

the Pumpkins all a glow.

of Chr i st ma srge gdbiing dessed ©
for Halloween
are standing in a row.

Annual

The children dressed in scary clothes
are out for trick or treat.

To get them dressed
and on their way,
is really quite a feat.

A witch, a goblin, and a ghost!
The parents will all play host.
Wedl Il fill t
With a trick or treat.

Oh what a night,
Its really neat.

GraceTaggart is a 4 year volunteer at the HLOM.

Calendar News at the Museum

Compassionate Friends of WNY , 3rd Tuesday, every
month at 7pm. Open to the Public. (585)861-1892

Holland Land Office Quilt Quild , Every Tuesday, hoon
Friends getting together to quilt. Open to the Public.

Batavia Area Herbal Society , meeting date to be
announced. Open to the public. Info: (585)343-4727

War of 1812 re -enactors , Oct. 1st. Discussions on the
200th anniversary of the War of 1812. Open to the public.

Civil War re -enactors , Oct. 8th. Men, women & children re-
l'iving the 186046%. I nf o:

New York States Achieves Grant Workshop , Nov. 3rd at
9am.

Vet erands Qu i, Ndv. 12heatl lipm. aDedication
of quilt honoring vetereans. Open to the public.

Wonderland of Trees Gala , Nov. 18th at 7pm. Open to the
public, admission, $5 per person.

Dates & Times are subject to change. Please call for updates

The Holland Land Office Museum welcomes your

group or party (from 10 to 50) to meet free at the
museum during the day and have your news posted in
the Journal. Call (585) 343 -4727 to schedule your

group.

www.hollandlandoffice.com
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From the Zielinski Collection

Richmond Hotel. Batavia, N. Y.

Richmond Hotel, Batavia, NY

1920s, Batavia NY

N This color postcard dates from 1925 and shows the Hotel
Richmond which was located at the corner of Court and Main
Streets in Batavia. Built in 1889, it was known as one of the best of
the many hotels in the area at
hospitality shown towards travelers passing through Batavia. The
hotel hosted many local organization banquets & balls. It was razed
in 1961, prior to the urban renewal of Batavia.

The back of t buse2tsh Engying enatips , fi
immensely. Getting to be some speedster. Been driving most of

the day from 40-50 per. Wonderful roads. Tell Mary no calories
here so candt cWas huty rdfetriegro.the hehltinc y
meals at the Richmond? We may never know!

The HLOM acquired more than 2,000 images and memorabilia
from local collector, Walter Zielinski. We will feature one of the
images in each issue of the Journal. If there is something you

would like to see, call us at the museum at (585) 343-4727.

GARY HARKNESS

wanted Good Quality Antiques

Early Glass: Pottery ¢ Bottles « Stoneware
Folkart Hunting & Fishing Items, etc.
Estate Sales & Appraisals

16 Verona Av

Batavia, NY 14020 585-343-2093

O

New to the Museum Collection

N Every month, the museum receives many items, some donated
and some purchased, for consideration to be accessioned into the
collection.

In this issue, we would like to highlight a couple items that were
recently accessioned: a gravy boat from the Richmond Hotel in
Batavia and

The Reed & Barton
stainless steel gravy boat
was donated by Denny
Rhodes, which he acquired
from Lillian Watson, who
was a baker for many years
for the hotel. The
Richmond Hotel was
located on the corner of
Court Street and Main
Street and was the premier
hotel in Genesee County at
the time. It was demolished around 1961.

Also recently acquired are three Batavia High School yearbooks:
years 1953, 1961 and 1963.
h aTthe rq}lﬁe is i tBerproqe S gfg)uil ga )fﬁqrbrqok goHe tion
from High Schools all over the County. If you have a yearbook(s)
you wish to donate, please contact the museum.

TN
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{REALTORS
Your 2 for 1 Real Estate Team
Paul & Emmy Hartwick

Licensed Salespeople

570 East Main Street ® Batavia, NY 14020
Bus: (585) 409-2117

Cell: (585) 409-9297 = Fax: (585) 340-8007
E-mail: mehartwick@nothnagle.com
Website: www.2for1realestateteam.com

HLOM on WBTA
Listen to Jeff Donahue, Museum
Director, the first Friday of every
month at 9am for up-to-date
information, commentary and
exciting museum news.

BTA

AM 1490 _

Batavia’s Very Own

Find us on

Facebook

www.hollandlandoffice.com

OMaking History
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