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Christmas in the American Civil War
By Robert Turk

N As the 2011 holiday season approaches, it is important to note that this year will mark
the 150th anniversary of the first Christmas of the American Civil War (1861 to 1865).

History tells us that Christmas in the American Civil War was celebrated in both the k OURML OTCMLI. mo >
United States and the Confederate States of America, although the day did not become an -
official holiday until five years after the war ended.

Many of todayds customs began in the ear
not reach maturity until during the Civil War amongst all the violence, loss of life, and
chaos. Forinstance,Har p e r 0 s a pdularpoliycal publication of the time, was the
first to illustrate Santa Claus as a jolly, rotund man, not in a red suit, as popularly depicted,
but in a red/blue suit with stars, sitting on a sleigh with reindeer visiting a Civil War camp.
The image of Santa Claus was created by Thomas Nast (for more on Nast, turn to page 4),
a German-speaking immigrant and propagandist during the Civil War. Santa Claus in the
more traditional red suit would follow ye
North Pole address after the war endedd but only so that no other country would claim
him. So Santa Claus, in effect, was used as war propaganda!

Gift giving, carol singing, and tree decorating were already in place during the Civil War
as Christmas traditions, but festivities would be somewhat limited. Children during the war
received presents, but found gifts to be fewer in number. Children in the war-torn South,
received even fewer or none at all, as Southern parents warned their children that Santa
might not make it through a Union blockade. Stories abound that he was even shot by
Yankees!

I_—|ist0ry _records that soldiers in the field, WhO were not act_ive in a campaign, celebrated Santa Claus in Camp, 1862 Thomas Nast
Christmas in several ways, such as decorating their trees using salt pork and hardtack. drawing of Santa Claus appeared in the
Some soldiers were treated to special meals by their commanding officers, while others January. 3, 1863 iss
received no special treats or privileges. Todayds custom
for Totso program might have gotten inspiration from Uni on
and suppliesdo to poor Georgians, complete with mules pullin

In some units, Christmas was not allowed. Today, we can only imagine the pain
soldiers endured separated, many for the first time, from their loved ones and
how that one day, December 25th, served as both an escape and constant
reminder of the awful conflict.

Christmas cards were popular in Europe during the 1860s but were scarce in
the United States. Most cards, during this period were simply hand made. It was
not until the mid-1870s when printing techniques developed, allowing mass
production of cards which enabled people to enjoy the widespread use of
Christmas cards.

Even after the war ended in 1865, it is recorded that propagandists still used
Christmas to stir up emotions. Even Thomas Nast had a drawing in the
Christmas 1865 issue of Ha r p e r 8 sdepi¢eng the hgads of several
Confederate generals at Ulysses S. Gr §
Thomas Nast ACivil waro @AUNESA®as Print, 1863

For so many of the Christmas traditions that we enjoy today, we must take a moment to thank our forebears for not putting them
aside and for keeping their traditions alive during the tumultuous years of the American Civil War.
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Members of the HPHS News

N On Behalf of the Board Members of the Holland

Purchase Historical Society, a thank you to all of our

new and renewed members during the months of
September i October 2011.

It is through our members like you that the museum is able to continue providing
quality exhibits and educational programs for the community. Thank you.

Helen Johnson
Bill Kaufman

Renewed Members 2012
Diane Boeheim

La Noel Brazil

Emerson Campbell

Brian & Linda Daviau
Dorothy Doerrer

Brenda Emens

Kathleen Facer

Steven Kruppner
Shirley LaSeur
Max & Jane Mason
Doris Naegely
Anne Rupert

James Gillen Satkowski Family
Charlotte Greening Williams Scoins
Carol Hertel Carol Siembida

Joe & Sandra Kaufman

Ronald & Karen Sodoma
Robert Williams
Jan & Susan Witkowski

New Membership 2012
Individual Membership
Leslie Derby Krajewski
Susan Lukaszewicz

Patron Membership
Eric & Laurel Adams
John & Barbara Holder

Life Members of the HPHS

Ms. Helen Batchellor, Stafford NY

Mr. Lynn Browne, Batavia NY

Mr. Richard Call, Batavia NY

Mr. Sam Conable, Sarasota Fl

Mrs. Charlotte Conable, Sarasota FL

Ms. Emily Conable, Alexander NY

Ms. Elfrieda Geissler, Elba NY

Mr. James Owen, Batavia NY

Mr. & Mrs. Bernie Schmieder, East Bethany NY

The HLOM is looking for
Volunteers. Bring your
talents to the museum.
Help with research, tours,

Holland Purchase Historical Society
2011
Board of Directors

President Secretary
Robert Turk Garth Swanson
Vice -President Corresponding Sec.
Jim Dusen Kathleen Jasinski

Treasurer

Elizabeth Hanobik

Directors Legislative
Helen Batchellor Representative
Don Burkel Hollis Upson
Corinne Iwanicki
Honorary Board
Amold Kelly Members
Jim Owen —
. . Lynn Browne
Brian Paris
Charlotte Conable
Don Read Anne Zickl
Anne Marie Starowitz
Vicki Talbot

Barbara Toal

Holland Land Office Museum Staff
Museum Director
Jeff Donahue
Interim Assistant Director
Shannon Guiste

cataloging, & exhibits.
Call (585) 343-4727 or stop

Mr. Hollis Upson, Batavia NY by the Museum today!

HPHS By -Law Amendments & New Board Members

N Inserted, is a copy of the By-Laws of the HPHS and noted amendments which are
highlighted in yellow. Election of new board members & voting of the by-law
amendments will be held prior to the HPHS board meeting on December 20th at 6pm.
All society members are encouraged to attend.

~Holla ind Land Office Museum
- t i f"/f e Lsee County, New York
Ty, L

P

www.hollandlandoffice.com News 10amto 4 pm
. Saturday:
N The mus e u-gité sontinuesito grow with the addition of new content. 10 am to 2pm
Underthei Pub |l i cataibons@ake a nostalgic |look ijpto Ggnesaa Countyods hilsto
byviewingii | mages od, tahec dlalseécti on of postcar]lds and Find uson abilip
the personal collections of Mr. Walter Zielinski and Mr. James Owen. New additions Facebook
are added every week. If you have a postcard you wish to include, please contact the
museum.
Next month, underthe i Wh at 6 s iNewdy Acces svieorenly | t efmfs o HLOM on WBTA

acquired items into the Museumds coll ec
Also next month under the i E x h i liab wilsbe a new category showcasing items
from the Museumbés vast clothing collect

museum. The Collections Committee is looking for clothing donations from the 1950s
and 1960s. Clothing has to be somewhat relevant to Genesee County to be
considered into the collection.

The web-site is your web-site and we welcome suggestions or comments for
improvement. Have time to help out with the site? Contact the museum at
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The Speculator is published quarterly:
Holland Land Office Museum

131 West Main Street

Batavia NY 14020

Phone: (585) 343-4727

Printing: Provided by Batavia Legal Printers,
LeRoy NY (585) 768-2100

Contribute a story or have a question? Call
(585) 343-4727.

Museum Hours
Tuesday n Friday:

(585) 343-4727 or email us at info@hollandlandoffice.com. Enjoy!

il on. .
Listen to Jeff Donahue, Museum Director, the

first Friday of every month at 9am for up-to-date
ifformatioB, @dmimentady and exeitinginuselinV i
news.

BTA

AM 1490 _

Batavia’s Very Own

www.hollandlandoffice.com 2
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Museum Lecture Series

January 2012
Saturday, 21st

Cabooses

Mike Szemplenski

Last but not Least . -
the CABOOSE

-~

Learn all about the rise
and demise of the little
under appreciated
caboose on our

Nation’s railways.

Meet the Authors/Lecturers

West Wing, HLOM

Call to reserve your free seat: (685) 343-4727
Donations to the Museum are always appreciated.

Holland Land Office Museum
131 W. Main Street
Batavia NY 14020 (585) 3434727

www.Hollandlandoffice.com

Santads Red Suit?

N Todayoés traditional image of 9
wearing a red and white suit is widely accepted as the norm. But

did you know that was not always the case? Through the

centuries, Santa Claus has been depicted as everything from a tall
gaunt man to an elf. He has worn a
bi shopés robe and
hunt smands ani mal
ranged in colors from green to tan.

For the HLOM Wonderland of
Trees event, on display is a
reproduction of a very unusual Santa
suit; a blue jacket with white stars and
red/white striped pants!

In 1862, Abraham Lincoln asked
Thomas Nast to draw Santa Claus
with the thought that showing Santa
in a Union Camp would boost the
Northds morale
South. It is reported that drawing
accomplished both goals. It is this costume that was illustrated.

ani

Why? you ask. Even though Christmas was celebrated in both
the North and South states, Christmas was the holiday of choice in
the South while in the North, Thanksgiving was the celebrated
holiday. Southerners felt prids-dg

So how did the red suit come about? Some believe it was for a
holiday marketing campaign of Coca Cola in the 1920s. Truth is,
the man who drew Santa with profj
Santa, years after the Civil War, as his own interpretation of jolly old

St. Nick.

Wonderland of Trees 2011
By Kathy Jasinski, Chairman

N The Wonderland of Trees celebrates the tenth year at the
Holland Land Office Museum. Last year 42 organizations,
businesses, schools and church groups participated with over 500
visitors viewing the trees, wreaths and holiday décor throughout the
museum.

The theme this year is ASprit
event launching the fun on Friday, Nov. 18th from 7pm to 10pm.
The displays will run through January 3rd, 2012. The gala will give
you the opportunity to see the trees, enjoy the entertainment, hors
déoeuvr ey ;
exciting prizes.
The cost is just $5
per person.

A childr
Christmas
program will be
held at the
museum on
Saturday, Dec.
17th form 10am to
2pm. Kids will
have a chance to
see the trees,
make crafts,
enjoy a Christmas
movie and lunch
for $5 per child.

All children must
be accompanied
by an adult. We
encourage
aTAMiligs tocaftend, ¢

We hope
participants from
the past years will
return and we
look forward to hosting new organizations. There are many ways to

“lrees On Display

Wonderland of Trees Gala
November 18th ¢ 7-10pm
Tickets Available at the Door or Presale

Holland Land Office

Museum
131 W. Main St., Batavia
3434727

Admission: $5.00

il tbecome involved: you can display a tree, wreath or mantle spray;

become a Corporate Sponsor for $50; or donate a gift basket,
certificate or items for our auction.

This can be a great new tradition for your family and bring more
meaning to the holiday season. All proceeds benefit the Holland
Land Office Museum.

Antiqgue Dealers Wanted!
Sign up today!

Spring 2012 Batavia Antique Show & Sale

A Benefit for the Holland Land Office Museum, Batavia

LB Friday, March 16th, Spm to Spm
CIAON) 5 Saturdmg, Wardholitn ¢Camto Som n 2Dealers!

At the Batavia Downs Casino

CASINO
8315 Park Road, Batavia
hgan Oantacf Bﬁb T%,i(5&521343~47§;6(0(,m@rei g'natic{n ?}"GSi!; yos
ic

www.hollahdland e.com (Events)
Holland Land Office Museum, 131 ¥, Main St, Batavia, NY 14020 (585) 343-4727

www. hollandlandoffice.com

OMaking History
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Thomas Nast

N While the name Thomas Nast is
almost forgotten today, there is perhaps
no person of the latter half of the 1800s
who had a larger impact on defining
American culture, and influencing
American history. He was responsible for
creating the popular American icons of the
Republican Elephant, the Democratic
Donkey, Uncle Sam, Santa Claus, and
Columbia. His artwork played an
instrumental role in securing Abraham ®
Lincolnbés second el €wv..
presidency, in the election of Ulysses S.
Grant, and in the downfall of the corrupt
political machine of Boss Tweed and Tammany Hall.

v 1l L

Thomas Nast

Nast was born on September 27, 1840
in Germany, He relocated to New York
City in 1846. He studied art in New York.
He began work as an artistforL e s | i e
lllustrated in 1855, andforHar per 0 9
Weekly in 1859. Nast began to emerge
as an artist, satirist, and political
commentator (through his artwork), in
1862.

During the Civil War years his work
Boss Tweed, Politician was staunchly pro Lincoln, pro Union,
and anti Slavery. His artwork portrayed Southerners as the
enemy...not just the enemy, but a cruel and barbarous people.

Nast became very famous due to the popularity of his Civil War
artwork. He became a sought after book illustrator, and speaker.
He is said to have illustrated over 100 books.

Thomas Nast: Compromise with the South

D

o

Tidbits of a Civil War Christmas at Home

N The Christmas tree came into its own during the Civil War.
Decorations were homemade: strings of sugared fruit, ribbon
popcorn, pine cones, colored paper, silver foil, and if the household
could afford them: spun-glass ornaments. Greenery, holly, and
mistletoe were used to decorate mantels, windows and tables.

Christmas carols were sung at home and in the camps. Some
of the most popular were Silent Night, Away in the Manger, Oh
Come All Ye Faithful and Deck the Halls.

A pre-war Southern
Christmas menu might
consist of baked ham,
turkey, oysters and winter
vegetables. Preserves,
pickles, relishes, etc. would
also have been added to the
table. Over the years, some
foods would become
synonymous with Christmas: mince pie, eggnog and plum pudding.
But as the Civil War dragged on, deprivation replaced the well-set
table as familiar faces were absent from the dinner table.

As expected, presents were scarce during the Civil War
especially in the South as a Union blockade prevented goods from
reaching Southerners. However, most people made do with
simple homemade gifts.

The holiday most associated with family and home was a
contradiction during the Civil War. It was joyful and sad,
boisterous and subdued.

Calendar News at the Museum

Compassionate Friends of WNY_, 3rd Tuesday, every
month at 7pm. Open to the Public. (585)861-1892

Holland Land Office Quilt Quild __, Every Tuesday, noon
Friends getting together to quilt. Open to the Public.

Batavia Area Herbal Society , meeting date to be
announced. Open to the public. Info: (585)343-4727

War of 1812 re -enactors , Discussions on the 200th
anniversary of the War of 1812. Open to the public.

Vet erands Qui,Nadv. 12ttead ipm.aledication
of quilt honoring veterans. Open to the public.

Wonderland of Trees Gala , Nov. 18th at 7pm. Open to the
public, admission, $5 per person.

After the Civil War, Nast then began work as a freelance illustrator, Wonderl and of Trkee §7thktilfatns Ga l
and even tried his hand at publishing a magazine. These efforts Open to the public, admission, $5.00 per child
met with limited success. In 1902, he accepted Theodore i .
Rooseveltos appointment to servp Cahooselecture, Jag2lstat1;00. @pgn te the puglig.,
After six months he contracted yellow fever and died on December Free admission
7,1902. Dates & Times are subject to change. Please call for updates

After his death, Harper's Weeklywr ot e t hat he bdl onged_Af SO
much to the past that the impression has naturally spread that he )
was an old man. o N a stwo wivem ke, died, a d heHollang lapd Offige;Museym welcomes your
giant in the history of American Art who found himself out of step group or party (from 10 to 50) to meet free at the
with changing times. museum during the day and to have your news posted
(Written in part with the kind permission of Paul McWhorter of in the Journal. Call (585) 343 -4727 to schedule your
www.sonofthesouth.net) group.
www.hollandlandoffice.com 4 OMaking History
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From the Zielinski Collection

Horseshoe Lake, looking from Island to Main Land,
_.Batavia, N. Y, _
o ! . e % .

L

Horseshoe Lake, Batavia, NY

1910s, Batavia NY

N This colorized postcard dates from 1914 and shows Horseshoe
Lake. Named Fisher Pond after Robert Fisher who had a mill on
Black Creek until 1890, when Charles Hodges bought the mill
property and pond and renamed it Horseshoe Lake. Since 1890,
Horseshoe Lake has been a popular spot for all to enjoy with
bathhouses, boat landings/houses, and at one time, a tavern called
the Grove.

The back of t Arevechamed AlllOKa Vs are i

keeping those apples to |l ook at|
that |1 am wor ki ng h ®eachn anlgwoSderifo o |
Mabel 6s school wor k was | ess, i f

teachers. We may never know!

The HLOM acquired more than 2,000 images and memorabilia
from local collector, Walter Zielinski. We will feature one of the
images in each issue of the Journal. If there is something you
would like to see, call us at the museum at (585) 343-4727.

’ ok s RE 3
T =
"’3’? . g *
‘fg’ / /Ii“.’ ~ = i
i Fnchanted Florist
%‘r |

Kathy Saile
Master Florist And Ovener
¥
585-343-3922 , £
A& 202 B Main Street ench87@verizonnet &
% Datavia, NY 14020 www.enchantedfloristbatavia.com \@ " 4
Sohod il R s

Friends of the International Peace Garden|
Paver Fund Raiser: $20.00

On Sale in the Museum

BATAVIA

1812

' Lgftmeétm tg see.the sgale

New to the Museum Collection

N Every month, the museum receives many items, some donated
and some purchased, for consideration to be accessioned into the
collection.

In this issue, we would like to highlight a few items that were
recently accessioned: a George Mahoney painting, an advertising
thermometer, and one of many wood block planes from an
extensive collection of tools.

=] Donated by

Mrs. Clara
McDonough of
Ohio is a painting
in watercolor
from past local
artist George
Mahaney.
Exquisite in
detail, it shows a
typical WNY Fall
day with ducks
alighting onto a
pond. Mr.
Mahaney painted realistic Western New York scenes primarily
using watercolors. This painting is the first of Mahaney watercolors
in the museumds art collection.
at the age of 85.

Recently, an large collection
of old tools were donated to

theI museym ba %r(ﬁ grpss "
of N. M

Itis

ese tools when
compared to the tools of
today. The tools were used by local tradesman such as
cabinetmakers, steam fitters, railroaders, etc..

Also added to the collection is this interesting
advertising thermometer, which was very common
in the 1930s. This was used at C.C. Day & Son
Distributors, which was the first gas distributor in
Pembroke. Their business was located on the
north side of Route 5 in Pembroke and the
building still exists to this day.

If you have an interesting item that is relevant
to Genesee County or WNY and wish to donate it
for consideration into the collection, please stop by
or call (585)343-4727.

VALLE
JEWELERS
S,

Batavia’s Finest Jeweler
Since 1951

585-343-3372

Fax 585-344-3827

E-Mail: valles@rochester.rr.com
vallejewelersbatavia.com

Mary R. Valle
21 Jackson St.
Batavia, NY 14020

www.hollandlandoffice.com 5
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Joseph Ellicott Book & Museum Store at the
Holland Land Office Museum

Images of America
Niagara Falls
Daniel M. Dumych

Two hundred vintage i mages froml the areads |bustling gnd
past, documenting life as it was in the 1860s to the mid-1960s

128 pp; B/W lllus., Paperback $21.99

For almost 20 years, Harper Hill Farm in
Images of Rail Darien has been breeding Oberhasli
Buf falob6s Railroad dairy goats. An abundance of fresh
goat milk led to the development of a
homemade soap. Pick up a bar of

Stephen G. Meyers, Michael J. Connor

Buffalo earned the name of the Queen City as it became the Harper Hill Farm Soap at the Museum
second-largest city in the state of New York, and it was the railroad Store or at the Sum
that brought the city to prominence. Markets. Visit the herd at

128 pp; BIW lllus., Paperback $21.99 www.harperhillfarm.com

Postcard History Series

Along Along New Yorkods Roag
New York’s| Michael 3. Til
Route 20 The story of Route 20 is told through more than 200 vintage

postcards showing scenes from the Shaker communities in
Columbia County to the Lake Erie shore.

128 pp; B/W lllus., Paperback $21.99

Western New York Heritage Magazine
wesTenn Bicw vorx
Images of America HERITAGE

Batavia Revisited

In This issue:
15 o= Louise Bethune

=, | Birge Wallpaper

= | WNY Historic

.| Preservation

| Gowandabés
14| Hollywood Theater

=
=I 1
=
i Al
Y

Ve

Larry Barnes

An exciting look into Batavia's past. Celebrating Batavia's
neighborhoods, downtown and landmarks. A whole chapter is
devoted to urban renewal of the 60s and 70s

128 pp; B/W lllus. Paperback $21.99

Images of America
Around Geneseo WNY Heritage, Fall 2011, $7.00

William R. Cook, Daniel J. Schultz Past issues: $5.00

This exciting history not only includes Geneseo, the hub, but also A flat rate shipping charge will now apply to
the surrounding communities of Avon, Groveland, Leicester, phone/email credit card book orders and will
Livonia, Mount Morris, and York. be shipped via USPS Priority Mail. Please

call or email for shipping charges. Call

128 pp; B/W lllus. Paperback $21.99 (585) 343-4727

www.hollandlandoffice.com 6 OMaking History



